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AMENDM^SIfS) TO TI^ CLAIMS: 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Previously Presented) A molded plastic rod comprising: 

a barrel formed by an injection molding process, said barrel having an injection site for 
the injection molding process along the length thereof; and 

an injection stress relieving formation in said barrel adjacent said injection site. 

2. (Original) Hie rod of claim 1, including first and second injection stress 
relieving formations on opposite sides of said injection she. 

3. (Original) The rod of claim 2 > said first and second injection stress relieving 
formations being outward projections from the surface of said barrel. 

4. (Original) The rod of claim 3, said first and second injection stress relieving 
projections being elongated along the length of the rod. 

5. (Original) The rod of claim 4, said first and second elongated stress-relieving 
projections having tapered ends. 

6. (Previously Presented) Hie rod of claim 5, said projections provided at a 
minimum incline of one degree. 

7. (Previously Presented) The rod of claim 5, said projections ending at a 
maximum angle of 90 degrees to a tangent of the injection site. 

8. (Previously Presented) The rod of claim 7 f said projections provided at a 
minimum incline of one degree. 

9. (Original) The rod of claim 8, said plastic being light transmissive. 

10. (Original) The rod of claim 1, said plastic being light transmissive. 
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11. (Original) The rod of claim 10, said plastic being acrylic 

12. (Previously Presented) An injection molded plastic rod for a hydrometer of a 
storage battery, said rod comprising: 

a barrd formed by an injection molding process, said bantd being of light transmi$$ive 
plastic having a cone shaped tip at one end thereof and an indicating surface at an opposite end 
thereof; with an injection site for the injection molding process along a length thereof; and 

first and second injection stress relieving formations arranged symmetrically on 
opposite sides of said injection site. 

13. (Original) The rod of claim 12, said first and second stress relieving formations 
being projections from the surface of said barrel 

14. (Original) The rod of claim 13, said plastic being acrylic. 

15. (Original) The rod of claim 13, said projections being elongated along a length 
of said ro<L 

16. (Original) The rod of claim 15, said elongated projections having tapered ends. 

17. (Previously Presented) The rod of claim 12, said first and second stress 
relieving formations being projections extending from a surface of said barrel at a minimum 
incline of one degree. 

18. (Original) The rod of claim 12, said first and second stress relieving formations 
being projections from a surface of said barrel ending at a maximum angle of 90 degrees to a 
tangent of said injection she. 
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19. (Previously Presorted) The rod of claim 18, said projections extending al a 
juinijuuni incline of one degree. 

20. (Previously Presented) A method of making and using aplastic rod for a 
storage battery hydrometer, said method comprising steps of 

providing a storage battery having an opening; 

providing a mold having an elongated barrel-forming portion and an injection gate 
along the barrel-forming portion; 

providing a pocket in the mold adjacent the injection gate; 

injecting plastic into the mold through the injection gate and flowing the plastic into 
the pocket as injection of plastic into die mold is completed; and 

inserting said rod into said opening in said storage battery. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 20 including providing two pockets 
symmetrically arranged on opposite sides of the injection gate, and flowing plastic into said 
pockets as injection of plastic into the mold is completed 
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At the time of the Final Office Action claims 1-21 were pending and considered by the 
Examiner. In response to the arguments submitted by the Applicant on December 19, 2005, 
the Examiner issued an advisory action on December 28, 2005 indicating that, in his opinion, 
the claims still read on Stiehl et aL The Examiner's opinion is traversed for at least the 
Mowing reason. 

As previously noted, the Examiner repeated the rejections set forth in the non-final 
rejection of May 10, 2005. It is respectfully argued that the Examiner has not yet given the 
amendments made in the response of July 20, 2005 any patentable weight. 

As previously explained, claims 1 and 12 were amended to more clearly define the 
ttgection site and, therefore, the relative relationship of the stress relieving formations). As 
previously argued, Stiehl et al. fail to define an injection site and, therefore, also fail to define 
the location of stress relieving formations in relation to the injection site. The Examiner notes 
that the rod 37 of Stiehl et aL includes fins 48. However, just because Stiehl et al. has fins 48, 
this does not address the claim limitations of defining an injection site for an injection molding 
process. Stated differently, where in Stiehl et aL is an injection site for the rod described? 
Without knowing the ii^ection she, Stiehl et at also ftils to teach or suggest stress relieving 
formations) in relation to the injection site. As has been previously argued, the art of record 
also feils to solve the d efici e ncies of Sti<*l et al. 

Thus, it is respectfully argued that die Examiner has not fully appreciated the claimed 
injection site and the location of the stress relieving formation^) in relation to the injection site 
taken together with all of the other limitations set forth in the claims. For at least these 
reasons, claims 1 and 12 are allowable over Stiehl et aL, either taken alone or in combination 
with the other art of record. 

In regards to claim 20, additional steps were added to further set forth that the rod is 
made and used specifically for a storage battery hydrometer. Stiehl et al. certainty does not 
teach or suggest, nor can it be modified to include, all of the limitations recited in claim 20. It 
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is respectfully argued thai the Examiner has still not yet folly considered all of the limitations 
set forth in claim 20. The Examiner has not shown that StieW et al. can be property modified 
to include all of the lim it a ti ons recited in claim 20. Thus, claim 20 is patentable over Stiehl et 
al., taken alone or in combination with the other an of record. 

Claims 2rl l 7 13-19 and 21 depoad from one of claims 1, 12 and 20, and, therefore, are 
allowable for the same reasons applied thereto, as well as for the additional subject matter 
recited in each 

No new matter has been added by way of the remarks made herein. Reconsideration 
and allowance of all the pending claims are respectfully requested. In the event that there are 
any issues that can be addressed and expedited by telephone conference, the Office is invited 
to telephone the undersigned at the number indicated below. 
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